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Bus and coach industry news

Date: 10 September 2007                                     Number:  4497                               Release: Now
August confirms 2007’s contrasting registration trends

· Big buses down 25.3% to 2,345 units for the rolling year to August.
· Coaches up 1% to 1,165 for the rolling year to August.

· Midibuses buck the trend, up 31.9% to 3,940 for rolling year to August.
“Despite generally good August registrations, it’s wise not to read too much into one month’s figures”, said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive.   “Over recent months some trends are clear, with big bus registrations now more stable after falling over 20%.   Coach registrations look good, back to a rolling year total of over 1,100 now that some of the recent distortions have cleared.   Midibuses have delivered the best results, with 30% growth every 12 months over the past four years and clearly, that pace has accelerated recently.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2002 to August 2007
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If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44(0)2 073 449 222

Mobile +44 (0)7 974 435 641    E-mail:   rdickeson@smmt.co.uk

Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
August 2007 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2007

	
	August
	% change*
	YTD 2007
	% change*
	RYT
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	822
	61.2%
	7,875
	- 3.4%
	11,461
	-9.9%

	Buses above 8.5t
	159
	-16.8%
	1,411
	- 28.4%
	2,345
	-25.3%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	194
	16.2%
	2,581
	- 23.7%
	4,011
	-26.3%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	337
	226.3%
	2,938
	52.1%
	3,940
	31.9%

	8.5 – 16t
	35
	-55.1%
	652
	 - 20.8%
	1,075
	-11.0%

	16t +
	54
	-1.8%
	432
	- 23.4%
	664
	-27.0%

	Single-deck buses total
	620
	58.2%
	6,603
	- 1.5%
	9,690
	-8.1%

	16t + double-deck buses
	70
	20.7%
	327
	- 44.1%
	606
	-40.7%

	All buses
	690
	53.3%
	6,930
	- 4.9%
	10,296
	-11.0%

	All coaches
	132
	120.0%
	945
	9.4%
	1,165
	1.0%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	10
	233.3%
	149
	34.2%
	189
	2.2%

	Coaches 16t+
	122
	114.0%
	796
	5.7%
	976
	0.7%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date
RYT: Rolling year total
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2002 to 2007
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SDBuses>8.5t

DDBuses>16t


SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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Coaches > 3.5t

Coaches 16t+
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